Some CONSIDERATIONS: Humbhy offered to the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, concerning the Bill to Repeal an A lately Paſſed to 
render the Laws Prohibiting the Importation of - Foreign Bonelace, &c. more Effetlual. 


HE making Bonelace has been an ancient Manufacture of England; and the Wiſdom of our Parliaments all a thought it the Inte. 
reſt of this Kingdom to prohibit its Importation from Foreign Parts; but the Laws formerly made not proving Effeftual, one more 
ſtri& paſſed 36 Years fince in the 14th of King Charles H. which ſaid AR recices, That great Numbers of the Inbabit ams of this King dem 
were then employ'd in mrking the ſaid Manufattare. , 

Since that time the ſame has encreaſed to a ou Degree, tl of late Years, the Art of Sm ling —_y n to greater Perſction 
than formerly ; larger Quantities of Flanders-Lace have been Clandeſtinely Imported, which occaſioned the cing To Former Prohibition AQs, 
by a late One made in the 9th Year of His preſent Majeſty. ; 

This has revived the faid Languiihing ManefaFure, and there are now above One Hundred Thcuſand People in England who get their Living by it, and 
Earn by meer Labour Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds « Tear, according to the lowelt Compiration that can be made; and the Perſons employed in it, 
are for the moſt part Women and Chi.dren, who have no other means of Subſiſtence 
The Engliſh are now arrived to make as good Lace, in Fineneſs, and all other refpeRts, as any that is wrought in Flanders; and particularly ſince the 
late AR fo great an Improvment is made that way, that in Bucking bamſbire the higheſt prized Lace they uſed to make, was about Eight Shillings per 

Yard, and now make Lace there of above Thirty Shillings per Yard; and in Dorſetflire and Devonſhire they now make Lace worth Six Pound 

per Yard; and in other Places proportionably. 

Some of the Dedlers in Flanders-Lace ſuggeſted when the laſt A& was paſſing, That by it the Retailers Shops would be Rifled, and they Harraſled, 
and many other Inconveniences would enſuey none of which have happened, nor have the Shopkeepers now made any Complaint: The A has only 
in ſome Meaſure anſwered the honeſt Intent of it, to Encourage « grear Manufaure of our Own, and to Diſcourage lers and Uafair Traders. 


If the aid Act ſhould now be Repealed,it had much better not have been made; for if a Prohibition ſtand, as by the former Ads ic will,and that which 
ſhould render ic Effe&ual is taken away; all the World will conclude che meaning of the Parliament to be, That the former Ats ſhould be winked ac, 
and the Officers will AR according'y ; And this will become a Snare to a great many Honeſt and Induſtrious People who have Set up and Encoura- 
ged the Making of Fins Bonelace, as well as take away the Livelihood of thoſe who were before in the Trade ; and will be the fir ff Infance in Eng. 
land, Toat [ſeveral Laws remained in Force, and anatber to render them Effettual was 


If we ſhall judge by the ſame Rules, as in other Matters, and not by the Suggeſtions of Private Perſons concerned in Intereſt; it will be , That 


the late A about Lace was not the Cauſe of the int in Fland:rs, nor any Inducement to the Prohibition of our Woollen M there. 
+ is certain they do not only not give that for any in the Placaet which contains the Prohibition, but they expreſly give other Reaſons for it; as 


appears by a Copy of the Preamble of the faid Placaet: The Tranllation whereof follows. 


of Caſtile, &c. \much as We are infozmed by the Gzeat Complaints which 
vr Citie, A, tir} heard the General Lb. nw; of the abitants 
Fozeign Panufagures that were Uended and Sold in Domt- 


far, as that the (ad 
len Panuſfacures tnto 


the Fabxcks of theſs 


and to Encourage 
L with their utmoſt Teal to : 
—_— ; which Forkide al Woollen Manufatture, 


Prohibited : 5 
wary, ym 


By late Advices from Flanders, it is aid, Thet the ; O_o Ty 1, are vaniſhed into Smoak, beving been talked 
oF is chown Tw« Y:arr; and tht there « aProſpett Fug hb ven be taken off, and the Trade between 2_ England CA ioand Son be opened 


And this they will find Reaſon to do, leſt we ſhoutd Prokibit their which is of more Concern to them than their Lace, the latter being 
brown Linnens, will be an Advantage to them, and no lob to the 


made for the moſt pare by tte Nuns : However, the Eaſing the high Dury on 
Crown in Cuſtoras, becauſe lictle of it can be uſed now here. 

They in Flanders have often attempted to recover their Woollen Manuſafture; but for many Reaſons, which fill remain in force, could never ac- 
compliſh it. 


The Lace Manufafture in England is the greateſt next to the Woollen, and maintains a multitude of People, which otherwiſe the Pariſhes muſt, 
end iher wanks tan prove a heavy Hobo, even to thoſe Concerned in che Woollen ManufaQure. 

Wherefore it is hunably hoped, That this moft Honourable Houſe will be very deliberate in a Matter of ſach Moment, inaſmuch as on the Reſolution 
which ſhall be taken in this Aﬀair, depends the Well-being or Ruin of numerous Families in their own Country. 

Many Laws have been made to ſet our Poor on Work ; is us beyed none will be made to take away Work from Multitudes who ave already Employed. 


Here follows an Account of the Numbers of the People in a few Places, which get their Living by Making of Lace,certified by Perſons of Reputation. 


Downton (Wiks.) 336 | Fexny Stratford. Dic. 193}} Uperery Dir. 11s ie. 266 
Sarum Dito itobt | dingy Dic. 2302'{ Shur and Mmbery Dir. 25 | Tod Heftirg Dit. 442 
Hſien Twrvil (Bucks) 96 | Newport Parcel Dir. 1378 Dir. 45 | Aſorem Dir. be 
Holcom i= 74 | Stony Stratford = 819 } Fenneen Dix. 60 | Gredn Ft Da. 259 
Ay'eabuwy it, 429 i 654 Tring fordſbs on 
Buckland Bearbony Dir $59 Sent 4 77 Br an/comb Bear } Dir. 326 | Lime Regs { Deeſeiſhive } 404 
Drayton Beuchamp I : Watten Friepain 43 
Aſton Abbots $ Dir. 69 B.andford Die. zoo | Hiduertly and Offered Dir. 128 Decheſter Dir. 354 
Henſlop Dir. $30 | Winceancon, and | " "EW _ Bred Hembur) Dir, 118 | Cronfrild (Bedford) 652 
Murſtey Dir 114 | Adjacent Pariſhes. 430 | Horn Dit, 13g! | Mor a 
Newnton Longvile Dit, 133 | S/ afton 947 | Lappic Dir 215 | Charmueb $7 
Blechbey Dir. 150 | Toevil 711 | Axminſter Du. 60 | Upiime 41 
Sroakbumen Dir. 73 | Gitteſbew ( Devgn, ) 139 | Orrey Se. Mey. Dre. 814 ia 
Blecheley Die. 101 | Culiron Dir. 353 | Tenvacn alins Dow en (Nereh,) 257 In all 23358 
Whitchurch Dir. 119 | Counmbratigh Dir. 65 | Little Houghton Dir. 60 | 1,1 Places not 
North Marſta Dir. 136 North Dir. 2 | Wclingbrough Dig, 1461 ee leaſt, 42 
Solbery Dir. 155 | Sidmout Dir. 302 | Wilby 69 
Ovi Dir. 66 | Axrmauth Die. 73 | Eob Baton Dir. 127 amr 
— = wa. Rt Ss = 

Ingon r. z16 6 9o er If. — 
jan Brickbil Dir. 140 | Farwey Drr. 70 þ Coftle Afbty Pr, 64 
NerthCraw.cy Dir 403 | Mounfon Dir. 64 | Braxſey Dit. 134 


And if thete were tims to procure the reſt, it would appear, there are much above One hundred thouſahd. 
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